PRESENT IDENTITY AND PHENOMENON
OF THAI UNDERGROUND MUSIC

PIYANANT NIMKINGRATANA

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS (MUSIC)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2005

ISBN 974-04-6407-6
COPYRIGHT OF MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis / v

daanualazsingmsalmasldauludsanIneilagiiu (PRESENT IDENTITY AND
PHENOMENON OF THAI UNDERGROUND MUSIC)

[

oeriur funesarl 4336327  MSMS/M
ff. 3. (AUAT)

a a o ] ' T v J
AULNITUMIAIUANINGIUNUT © DIUUN UIAAN, #1l.u., M.PHIL., &4539A%¢ ﬂgﬂiw,

[ 4 Aa a =
AR, NALY., AFLY., OUTTH TUSIUUN, A.U., MM., naa a5i15ee, UA.U., AR..

U |
UNNAED
o o i3 @ ya o o = Au dAao I% =
aanbainazsingmsaimasladuludenyineilagin Wluanddeniaguszaen lunisdnm
' A A4 = wa 3 Ya A = 2 o o ¢ ya
g 3 Uszms e 1) edAnlsziaanuilumveunasldanlne 2) mednmids dadnbaiveunasldau
o A = = @ ya A o o =
Ineluilegiiu 3) wedAnwidalsingmsaiveunaslddulneiinansznuaedinn Ineluilegiiu Tasfnw
a ] 1 @ I < o
masldanInelugieszninudeunsngian-funan wa. 2546 lsasmsinudeyannmsdunivaian
a a <
yanadinerdoluramamasldaunazasmamasine saudemsinudeyannenais
= ' Ya Ao Y] =< o ya ' A
vinmsansnuIuwadldau Inelidnvazanuiunadieadeiumadldanludalsanag 15u
~ s A Y Aa S ' N
u3nNYAYsEAIANBUANIANVIINUANYITIAFUFUA douuwaunartldiludelumsignizauniy
A ' = o o ya T I A o
Anvesaunyua awnislugaaioilogiumaslaaulne lanReuunumamedumasiidludunuves
MIadNATIANUIAzMITNUNAIeE B aTTYeImEINasd AT deAatiudase  Tuidluldaumag
nszuavanuaz v iwmanumsnemiousiomasvg  vazlidiSonviuaisllvin@uainmasldau
A Y Aye o a A
nasundlunisnduluwuves “wasua”
=2 v @ s Y =) ya @ [l o 1 S o
vinmsAnsaansaisuauasvounadldaulnediedwdwan 16 was wua Hanwwe
Y 2 o o a o ' v a v 7q A a
adrendsnuma Inadoiiounaly) ualuoianaszldanufaadnassaluseweimsesnuunidssues
A = Yya a <Y ' Yo v P v ' o a
in3oeaun3 1aeld3us lmyositmane 1dansuzmsdeslurategduuy 1dun msdosmunisielng
1 1 ' Y Y
m3deauuuunien tazmisesnaarierinussnmealumas ludmveudlomwud emaiulngds
= ' 4 @ q’/l < 4 A @ a ]
avuReuegluiFesnnusn uennmiuwiusesnsafueisusianuidn uagmsuaadaszIazAN
aa 9 R anAaa a o Y 9 " 9
wueludia azdeudiinsianazanuiavesauluaioiligiu Tasldawiaseliasanliniuanu
1o @ o [l Il @ IS a
AAYARIONIN UAGIATIANUZ VIR INADIWBIUVUNNABUDY MEIEAIDITUBipe AT UTITUmNA
= 9 [ Y dy
wazlimslgmmsangudnilzluluiomas
1 v W L4 @ o a % U o {a
ludruvesdadnuaidwansuzni ldveunadldanneluilogiu wudr msdaundase
serinmomasswiudatiy wuanuAsadnassuazaunmananiwai’ls Fuiludadnuaiilaa

wuveunasldau Insluilgiunaziuisudvesauludny

]
AT o '

=2 o Ia o A 4 9q 9
i]"Iﬂﬂ'liﬁﬂH'Iﬂi'Iﬂaﬂ'limLLﬁ%NﬁﬂigﬂUﬂlﬂQLWﬁﬁiﬁﬂuVl‘ﬂﬂ‘ﬂllﬁ’f]ﬁ\iﬂll WU ‘ﬂﬁ]i]ﬂuﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁ‘] Ilﬂsh’i

(BR] ya 1 1 421 ya 9 cs' v v A
mmau%mmmaﬂmuazwmmmaﬂwﬂu"lmlﬂﬂmmswmﬂmnmu L‘Wﬁ\ﬂﬁﬂullﬂflléll'l”llllﬂﬁl’JWHﬂUﬁﬁﬂg

A ! ¢ o A o qUa o A Vg Ya o ! o 2
HYURDU 1Y NEUAT MTade M lmnalunszuaion tagne InNaIsusIsus VAN

304 v, ISBN 974-04-6407-6




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. Thesis /iv

PRESENT IDENTITY AND PHENOMENON OF THAI UNDERGROUND MUSIC
PIYANANT NIMKINGRATANA 4336327 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : ANAN NAK-KHONG, B.A., M.PHIL., NARONGCHAI
PIDOKRAJT, B.ED., M.ED., M.A., ANAK CHARANYANANDA, B.ED., M.M.,
KITTI SRIPOURAYA, B.A., M.A.

ABSTRACT

This work on the identity and phenomenon of underground music. Thai Society was a
research thesis of 3 objectives: 1) to study the background of Thai underground music, 2) to
study the identity of present Thai underground music, and 3) to study the phenomenon of Thai
underground music that affects present Thai society. The study covers Thai underground
music during July - December 2003. Data was collected from interviews with persons
involved in the Thai underground music circle and Thai music circle, and from documents.

The study found that the background of Thai underground music is similar to that of
foreign underground music. Formerly, it was aimed at depicting the hardship of lower-class
people’s lives. Later on, this kind of music was used by media to arouse teenagers’ thinking.
At present, Thai underground music is changing it’s role; it is becoming a representative of
independent creations and works of independent music companies and independent artists. It
neither follows the mainstream nor expects turnover akin to big music companies. The Study
of what was called “underground music” in the past is now known as “Indie” music today.

The study on the musical identity of the 16 samples of Thai underground songs found
that they are similar to general popular songs. However, some songs contain creativity in the
design of musical instruments’ sounds, with the use of a synthesizer. Vocal techniques vary,
ranging from normal singing, rock singing to half-talking singing; this is to create atmospheres
in the songs. As for the contents, it was found that most concerned love. Other themes of
contents involved emotion, feelings, searching for freedom and life’s destiny. They also
reflected walks of life and the thinking of today’s people. The wording was straightforward,
not focusing on rhetoric, yet still containing poetic thymes. Besides this, it vividly and
naturally expressed emotions. There are also uses of English in the songs.

As for the identity of general characteristics of present Thai underground music, it is
found that the style of collaboration between the music company and the artist is free. They
focus more on creativity and quality of the work than on profits. This is the outstanding
identity of present Thai underground music and is perceived by people in the society.

The study on phenomenon and effects of Thai underground music on society has
found that at present the media is becoming much more interested in propagating the news and
works of Thai underground music. Thai underground music gets associated with other
branches of art such as movies and books. This, in turn, greatly influences causes the popular
stream and the popular culture.
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