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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the history and development of Music
in Roman Catholic Mass of Thailand, together with the study of musical characteristic
and relationship of the melody and lyric of the song. The research is based on the
Historical Musicology Approach with the use of Ethnomusicology method in
interviewing and gathering information.

Musical development in Roman Catholic Mass of Thailand can be divided into
4 periods :

Period I  Music of the Roman Liturgy Year 1511 — 1851

Period Il The beginning of musical development in Mass Year 1851 — 1946

Period 111 The reformation of Music and the Music 10 years after the Second
Vatican Council Year 1946-1972

Period IV The Development of Thai Composition in Mass Year 1973 — 2004

Musical characteristics in Mass found are Strophic Form, Plagal Mode,
Diatonic and pentatonic scale. The range is within an octave. The use of traditional
harmony and relationship of the 5™ . Phrasing is in a form of Period.

Melodic and lyric relationship in Mass is in Syllabic and Neumatic Style. Thai
Songs that developed from foreign songs have to adjust melody and rhythm when the
number of text syllable is not equivalent to the original song. New compositions in Thai
use a lot of Neumatic style. There was an arrangement of rhythmic pattern and contrasted

melodic motion by setting each pattern in the same separation of verses in Thai poetry.
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