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ABSTRACT

This research has two objectives which are: 1) the investigation of cooperation loophole
between government agencies and environmental non-governmental organizations (ENGOs) on the
elimination of illegal wild fauna and flora trade in compliance with CITES’ framework, and 2) the
recommendation of a guideline of better cooperation between government agencies and ENGOs as to
reduce the illegal wildlife trade.

The researcher reviewed many concerned documents and did in-depth interviews with key
persons in three government agencies and 12 ENGOs. The results showed that the government agencies
had worked in the prohibition of illegal wildlife trading before joining CITES. However, they could not
meet any success which led them to follow guideline in Management and Scientific Authority under
CITES. Obviously, they could not implement all guidelines especially capacity building of staff in
identifying fauna and flora species through the educational and training programmes, public relation
and campaigns, support of scientific data and information, and information exchanges of illegal wildlife
trading with various stakeholders, in particular with the National Central Bureau of Interpol because of
inadequate personnel and budget. At the same time, ENGOs had supported directly and indirectly the
government agencies when they could not follow the guidelines of CITES. Nevertheless, the working
style of ENGOs is project-oriented which affected the continuity of work and personnel hiring. For this
reason, it worsens the cooperation between government agencies and ENGOs.

The researcher recommended for problem solving of both parties and for their cooperation by
searching more financial and technical support in management and scientific aspects from the CITES
Thailand Office, the Thai Government, and the international and local ENGOs in order to maintain and
secure their working performances. Besides, they should sign memorandum of understanding together

as a formal agreement and have regular meetings which strengthen the cooperation.
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