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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study about the traditional vertical khlui (flute) in Lanna
music culture. The area of study is in Chiang Mai province. The research uses the
Ethnomusicology method, and focuses on the khlui’s history, function and playing techniques.
The data is from the documents and field work.

The Khlui is still has an important role in the “salo-seung”, a Lanna traditional music
ensemble that is usually performed at traditional ceremonies festivals and associated
accompanying dances. The Klui can be played in many genres of music. It is a woodwind
instrument that has no reed and no thumbhole. It has seven finger holes and has a high pitch. The
Khlui has been part of Lanna music culture over a long period. The properties and playing
techniques developing from khlui a musical instrument for culture of Thailand. The melodic line
of khlui music is perpetual, continuing melody. The melody is well arranged. The Khlui creates
folk melodies prominently with its own characteristic.

The result of analyzing khlui’s melodic line of a piece “prasat wai” found that the
melody has its own folk style. The important elements are use of variations and improvisation
based on the original melody on the down beats. The variations are mainly made from the

musician’s own experience and playing skill.
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