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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to develop a clinical nursing practice guideline for
suicide risk assessment in psychiatric inpatients. IOWA Model of Evidence-Based
Practice to Promote Quality Care was modified and used as a framework of
the study. It consisted of these processes : (1) Identifying a topic by analyzing
problems based on practice and knowledge (2) Assembling and evaluating the
evidences (3) Developing a clinical nursing practice guideline and (4) Assessing
implementation potential of the guideline.

Seven descriptive researches and three practice guidelines were retrieved
from several well-known databases including OVID, CINAHL, MEDLINE,
SCIENEDIRECT, PUBMED, BLACKWELL, and www.Guideline.gov. The
researches and the guidelines were critically appraised and analyzed. From this
analysis, a set of clinical nursing practice guidelines was composed using the
guideline format of the Agency of Health Care Policy and Research. Thirteen
recommendations for suicidal risk assessment were formulated.

It is recommended that in order to assure the effectiveness of the guideline,
a clinical trial be held. In order to be sustainable in practice, the guideline should

be introduced to related organizations and nursing networks for psychiatric care.
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