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ABSTRACT

This study was anambispective cohort design to assess the survival rate and
prognostic factors of colorectal cancer at the Oncology Unit, Department of Medicine,
Rajavithi Hospital from January 1, 1995 to December 31, 2003 and to follow up cancer
patients’ current statuses until August 31, 2004 with the medical records and the
Population Registration Database, Ministry of Interior. The data was collected from the
medical records of 287 colorectal cancer patients.

The colorectal cancer patients who died totaled 145 cases. The median age was 61
years old. Males and females were found in similar numbers (1:1.02). The most common
job description was unemployed (50.8%). The highest percentages of tumor-related factors
were as follows: colon cancer (71.08%), adenocarcinoma (96.15%), well differentiated
(62.06%), stage 1V (35.86%), and location of recurrence of disease (stage I-11I) and distant
metastasis (M1) to liver were 56.27%. Seventy percent of patients were treated with
surgery plus chemotherapy. Overall median survival time was 148.86 weeks and overall 3,
5, 7-year survival rates were 48.8%, 38.6%, and 37.6%, respectively. Multivariate analysis
showed that factors such as age, degree of differentiation, stage, TNM, the surgery, and the
chemotherapy were independent prognostic factors (p<0.05).

This study found age and stage were related to survival time. The patients in the early
stages (stage I, II) had a longer survival time than patients in stage IV. Young and elderly
patients had a higher risk of death. Thus, people at risk of the disease should be screened
at the early stage. People who have family history of colorectal cancer should be screened

before 30 years of age and cancer screening programs should be given to the aging group.
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