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ABTRACT

The purposes of this research were to (1) Study Phakaoma productive
processes in local communities of the Emerald Triangle Area. (2) Analyze
the value of Phakaoma products in local communities of the Emerald
Triangle Area. The aims were to develop Phakaoma productive processes
which comply with Community Product Standard and to inherit local
wisdom.

The Phakaoma 1is first parallel woven with native clothes. This is the
basic exercise of a new weaver prior to weaving high class cloths. Phakaoma
weaving is usually woven from the raw material of cotton because of its
qualities of water absorbtion, fast drying, and cheap price. The majority of
patterns are a tartan pattern (squares on a chess board pattern) and Sai Pla
Lai pattern ( Sai Pla Lai means swamp eel intestine). Phakaoma productive
processes of each country are alike. In Lao PDR and Cambodia, it’s mainly
woven for household use. In Thailand groups of weavers in a local area
assemble to develop the products and to empower themselves for bargain power
in the market. Presently, there are 9 groups of weaver accredited with the
Community Product Standard. Consumers of Phakaoma products are people
in the local community and tourists. Phakaoma weaving, therefore, brings job
and income to the producer groups. So, Phakaoma products are important
souvenirs for tourists in the Emerald Triangle Area. Furthermore, the results
of the study found Phakaoma are valuable as parts of local history study, culture
and customs, local wisdom inheritance, community economic support, natural
resources and local material.

In view of this study, the Phakaoma productive processes should be
developed to comply with Communities Products Standards and to provide
added value of Phakaoma products to multi them more suitable as souvenirs
for tourism in the Emerald Triangle Area. Further study should (1) Research
and develop the quality of Phakaoma productive processes of all group to
comply with standards (2) Expand the scope of the research and study area to
encourage higher achievement (3) Create a database and information system of
Phakaoma. (4) Assign direction of the Phakaoma as part of Thai Identity.
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