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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to understand the following factors namely, the way of
life, the classification as well as the meaning given to sexual partners, the sexual meaning
given to various types of sexual partners, the sexual representations of sexual partners , the
pattern of building up sexual pleasure, including understanding the sexual risk behavior for
HIV infection of Burmese single male migrant laborers under the context of all mentioned
factors. The method of qualitative research was used in this study. There were 12 Burmese
single male migrant laborers in the sample. The data were collected by in-depth interview, key
informant interview, and non-participant observation. The data were analyzed by content
analysis.

It was found that the Burmese single male migrant laborers spent their free time by
drinking alcoholic beverages, going to entertainment facilities with their friends which led to
having sexual intercourse with sex workers, going to amusement parks and drinking liquor
which led to having sexual intercourse with girls they met there. The sexual partners were
divided into 3 types namely, lovers, acquaintances, and sex workers; however they were not
absolutely divided. They ascribed the following meanings to sexual intercourse : love,
possession of the sexual partner, trust, confidence, intimacy, trial, releasing sexual desire, and
disappointment in life. They had sexual representations which valued sexual intercourse with
Thai nationality sex workers, because of factors such as these : “Thai girls were kind”, “Thai
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girls were more arousing than Burmese girls”, “white complexion, pretty, good shape more
arousing” and “younger was more arousing”. While the sexual representations of Burmese
nationality lovers and acquaintances were “good woman”, the Burmese single male migrant

laborers ascribed sexual pleasure to the posture, length, and frequency of sexual intercourse
and to the size of the penis. Moreover, the folklore beliefs in AIDS were found as follows:
“HIV infection is got from a warm vagina” “shredded tobacco can kill the AIDS virus” “the
tablet for washing all organs can protect against HIV infection”. Under these contexts, they
had the pattern of exual risk behavior for HIV infection as follows, no use of condom,
incorrect use of condom, condom torn out during sexual intercourse, changing posture during
sexual intercourse, enlargement of penis, increasing the length and frequency of sexual
intercourse. These findings led to the recommendations in terms of public health policy that
health education should be congruent with the real problems and the culture of target groups.
The findings also give suggestions for further studies on the perspective of Burmese single
male migrant laborers towards various types of sexual partners since this perspective has the
effect on how their sexual pleasure is represented and achieved.
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