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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this cross-sectional study was to determine the factors affecting
the cure rate of pulmonary tuberculosis in Chaiyaphum Province by comparing the
high and low cure rate areas. A purposive sampling technique was used for selecting
182 health workers from 182 health units and 175 pulmonary tuberculosis patients
from 15 TB clinics. Data were collected by questionnaires from 15™ March to 30™
June 2004. Descriptive statistics, Chi-Square Test, Fish’s Exact test, t-test and Mann
Whitney U test were used to analyze data.

The results of this study showed that work supervision was associated with
cure rate of pulmonary tuberculosis (p=0.038). Then, comparison of this factor with
the health workers from high and low cure rate areas found that there was a significant
difference among the two groups (p=0.015). Looking at client factors, it was found
that home visits, travel convenience and satisfaction of health services were associated
with cure rate of pulmonary tuberculosis (p<0.001, p=0.007, p<0.001, respectively).
The differences between patients from high and low cure rate groups regarding home
visits, travel convenience and satisfaction of health services were statistically
significant (p<0.001, p=0.0023, p=0.0087, respectively).

Based on the finding of this study, it is suggested that supervisory visits should
be performed regularly, pulmonary tuberculosis patients should be supervised
regularly by the health workers and health care quality and services of TB clinics
should be improved. Moreover, directly observed treatment, short course (DOTS)
strategy should be integrated with general health services in Primary Care Unit.

KEY WORDS: PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS / CURE RATE
105 pp. ISBN 974-04 —5798-3






