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ABSTRACT

This is a cross-sectional survey aimed at investigating influences of parenting
styles on pre-school children’s development in Roi Et. The 360 eligible subjects were
recruited from pre-school children using multi-stage random sampling. Data were
collected using questionnaire interviews, Denver II, and nutritional assessment tool
from July 24 to August 31, 2004. Data analysis was conducted through frequency
distribution and multiple logistic regression.

Findings revealed that 55.3% of the families used democratic parenting style
and 41.4% used mixed style. They indicated that parenting styles had significant
influences on children’s development [p-value < 0.05] and children who were raised
with democratic parenting style had 1.8 times higher chances to have age-appropriate
development than those whose parents used mixed parenting style. Development was
defined on three levels: normal, suspected delayed development, and acteal delayed
development.

In addition, family and children’s individual factors had statistically significant
influences on children’s development [p-value < 0.05] and these included family type,
mothers’ educational background, fathers’ occupation, relationship within family,
children’s gender, and nutritional status. Children living with an extended family had
a 2.7 times higher chances of suspected delayed development than those living with a
nuclear family. Children whose mothers completed only elementary education had a 3
times higher chance of suspected delayed development compared to those whose
mothers had higher education. Children whose fathers had other occupations had a 3
times higher chance of suspected delayed development compared to those whose
fathers were agriculturists. Children who lived in an unbalanced family had a 6.9 times
higher chance of suspected delayed development compared to others. Boys were 2.3
times more likely of suspected to have suspected delayed development compared to
girls. Finally, children with abnormal nutritional status were 1.9 times more likely of
suspected to have suspected delayed development compared to those with normal
status. Based on the research findings, it is recommended that democratic parenting
styles should be applied to the family, along with a good relationship within family.
These will lead to age-appropriate development of children.
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