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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the impact made by the floating market at
Lumpaya, Nakornpathom on socio-economic factors and culture, and the health impact in
four dimensions: physical, mental, social and spiritual health. Factors influencing those
impacts were also studied. Data collection was done by qualitative approach during April
2002 to April 2004. The instruments for collecting data were observation, participatory
observation, in-depth interview, focus group discussion and public meeting. Thirty-two
floating market vendors and their families, heads of villages, and health village volunteers
of Moo 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Tumbol Lumpaya, Banglane District, Nakornpathom Province
were key informants.

It was found that the floating market affected Lumpaya economic and financial
flow, especially among the Lumpaya people involved in the floating market. The
bargaining power of the community on agricultural products was increased, and a lot of]
new jobs were also created in the community.

Health impact assessment of the floating market was as follows: for the physical
dimension, it was found that musculoskeletal, digestive and respiratory disease were
higher. For the mental dimension, the floating market created close and better
relationships among family members. By working together to prepare food and goods for
sale, parents spent more time socializing their children. Moreover, new jobs related to the
floating market created more income which affected good mental health. For the social
dimension, the floating market contributed more community activities that people could
join and help each other. On the other hand, floating markets decreased generosity and
sharing among the people in the community. Regarding the intellectual dimension, many
floating market buildings were built along the riverbank near the temple so that the
buildings eclipsed the temple’s beauty and the peaceful atmosphere disappeared. The
community lost public and sacred space that they could use for ceremonies if they were on
the same day as floating market day. However, the temple was still the sacred and cental
place of the community. The floating market became a center of the community that
people were proud of because it supported the community’s reputation. It also created the
collective consciousness of the community protecting their public properties. From the
community point of view, the factors impacting on health are economic, social, health
behavior, health care service, environment, and government policies.

The research concluded that the floating market has both positive and negative
impacts, so the community has to consider those impacts carefully. The Sub-District
Administration Organization Committee should encourage the community's collective
consciousness to keep the positive aspects, while the negative aspects should also be
considered. The community's awareness of health should be established as well as the
€conomic one.
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