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ABSTRACT

Irregular migrant workers are workers who have entered and settled in Thailand
without proper documents or fulfilling the necessary legal entry requirements. In recent
years, a large number of such workers have entered Thailand. Often, the children of
irregular migrant workers are deprived of such basic human rights as the right to legal
status, the right to basic education and the right to be protected from economic
exploitation. This study focuses on two interrelated aspects of the situation of such
children in Thailand: vulnerability to economic exploitation and the denial of access to
education. The research hypothesis is that lack of legal status among children of
irregular migrant workers leads to deprivation of access to education and that this lack
of access to education is positively correlated with vulnerability to child labour.

In-depth qualitative interviews were conducted with members of 30 Burmese
ethnic Mon migrant workers in four neighborhoods in the Muang District of Samut
Sakhon where there is a high concentration of ethnic Mon migrant workers mainly
serving the seafood processing and fisheries industries. Households with at least one
child between the ages of 7 and 14 were selected. Supplementary interviews were
conducted with workers at local NGOs in order to verify and supplement the
information about availability of education in these communities.

Information about the educational and vocational backgrounds of these
households, along with their migration patterns was gathered and documented. None of
the 16 children born in Thailand received a birth certificate. Of the 43 children aged 7
to 14 who were working, 68% worked a hazardous number (>43) hours per week, and
all of the children were working longer than the ILO recommended maximum hours for
their age group. Four main causes of lack of availability of education were identified by
the respondents: fear of arrest and deportation (90%); lack of legal documents (63%);
economic factors (47%); and lack of educational facilities (33%). A negative
correlation between being at school and being at work was observed, and 70% of the
children who had attended an informal school closed by police were found to have had
no alternative but to work. These findings strongly support the research hypothesis.

KEY WORDS: CHILD LABOUR / CHILD RIGHTS / EDUCATION AND CHILD
LABOUR / MIGRANT CHILDREN / BURMA / MON

130 pp. ISBN 974-04-5494-1






