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ABSTRACT

This research examined the need of local communities to participate in
Thailand’s cultural resource management. The study is a study of the levels of need of
the local people to participate with the government officials in cultural resource
management and factors influencing the need to participate using qualitative
interviews with 400 local people living in the Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Municipality.
The data was collected through the study of primary documents and by interviews
with government officials.

The results of the study on local people were that they have a high level of
need to participate in cultural resource management. Factors significantly influencing
the need of the local people to participate in cultural resource management were
education, perception, occupation and income at a significance level of 0.05.

The cultural resource management of the government sector answers to the
government policies and follows the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2540 which identifies the roles of the local people and organizations to participate in
cultural resource management.

The suggestions from the research were that the government officials should
let the people know about the policies and work plans for cultural resource
management, develop the knowledge of local administration organizations and people
for supporting the participation of people and prepare the local administration

organizations to be ready for decentralization in preserving cultural resources.
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