KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS AMONG EVER MARRIED WOMEN
IN REPRODUCTIVE AGE IN INDONESIA

MONA S. TANDAJU

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
PULATION AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RESEARCH)
FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDY
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
2004
ISBN 974-04-5170-5
COPYRIGHT OF MAHODOL UNIVERSITY



Fac.of Grad. Studies, Mahidol. Univ. Thesis / iv

KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS AMONG EVER MARRIED WOMEN IN
REPRODUCTIVE AGE IN INDONESIA

MONA S.TANDAJU 4638504 PRRH/M
M.A. (POPULATION AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RESEACH)

THESIS ADVISORS: WASSANA IM-EM, Ph.D., AMARA SOONTHORNDHADA,
Ph,D.,

ABSTRACT

This study explores awareness and knowledge of HIV/AIDS of ever married
women in Indonesia in respect to socio-demographic and geographic factors, and mass
media. Data obtained from the Indonesian Demography and Health Survey, 1997, were
used for analysis. The data were representative of 27 provinces including urban and rural
areas. The sample consisted of 28,810 married women. Two dependent variables, namely
awareness of HIVV/AIDS and level of knowledge of HIVV/AIDS were explored.

The results show that the level of women’s knowledge about HIVV/AIDS is low in
Indonesia. Only 54 per cent of ever married women reported as ever hearing of
HIV/AIDS and only 30 per cent of those who said they were aware of HIVV/AIDS had
correct knowledge about HIV/AIDS. It was found that women’s socio-economic
background characteristics affected the knowledge about HIV/AIDS.

In multivariate analysis, it was found that all background variables were
significantly associated to women’s awareness about HIVV/AIDS. But among those who
were aware of HIV/AIDS, many did not have correct knowledge. It was found in the
multivariate analysis that the factors contributing to the women’s level of knowledge
about HIV/AIDS included a women’s education, working in a non-agricultural sector,
living in an urban area in Java-Bali and watching television every week.

The result suggests that attention should be given to raise the level of knowledge
of HIV/AIDS among the women in Indonesia. Also men’s knowledge of HIV/AIDS
needs to be explored as well.
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