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ABSTRACT

The study examined the relationships between demographic, socio-economic,
cultural, knowledge and geographic factors and the use of modern contraceptives
among married women aged 15-49 in Sulawesi, Indonesia.

The data used for this study is taken from the 1997 Indonesia Demographic and
Health Survey. There were 1,692 married women included in this study. The
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate in Sulawes is 49.9 percent. This data is analyzed by
using bivariate analysis and multivariate logistic regression.

The results indicate that 44.9 percent of married women in Sulawes are using
modern contraception. All the independent variables are statistically significant, at a
0.001 level, associated with current use of modern contraception in logistic regression
and bivariate analysis.

The use of modern contraception among women was highest at the age groups 15-
24, decreased from ages 25-29 and was lowest at the age group 45-49 years. The use of
modern contraceptive increased with the number of living children. Women with
secondary or higher levels of education have a high probability of using modern
contraception. Women who work have a higher probability of using modern
contraceptives than women with no work. Muslim women are less likely to use modern
contraception than non-Muslim women. Women who know 5-8 methods are more
likely to use modern contraception. Women who are exposed to family planning
information from TV are more likely to use modern contraception. Urban women are
less likely to use modern contraceptives than rural women. Women in North Sulawes
and Central Sulawesi are more likely to use modern contraception than women in
Southeast Sulawesi. Women from South Sulawes are less likely to use modern
contraception than women in Southeast Sulawesi. The results also show that the
husbands play an important role in decision making concerning modern contraceptive
use.

Qualitative research should be undertaken throughout Sulawes to understand
contraceptive use and factors influencing it, so that family planning program can be
more effective.
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