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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Manta is one of the oldest occupational minority communities living in the 
southwest costal region of Bangladesh, having their own socio-cultural and 
occupational status. Their social solidarity, occupational uniqueness, religious 
beliefs, and traditions as a distinct culture are at stake today. The mainstream 
Muslim community discriminates against the Manta for two reasons. Firstly: 
women’s engagement in fishing and work outside of family, and secondly: the 
worship of some non-Muslim natural deities. Because of these two behaviours the  
Mantas are segregated as lower Muslim class. These prejudices cause powerful 
social stigmas on and taboos against the Manta community. Social stigmas have 
negative effects on their beliefs, perception of rights, traditions and life styles. This 
social and cultural stigma also provokes the denial of several aspects of the 
economic, political, cultural and other institutional rights of the Manta by forcing 
them into social exclusion. The social and cultural construction of the Manta’s 
exclusion in the stratified rural Muslim society is the major focal point of the 
present research. This generation-long collective exclusion of the community also 
limits their capacity to understand rights, and their ability to claim their rights. This 
research was conducted by ethnographic interviews with three Manta communities 
in the Galachipa area of Potuakhali district, and key-informant interviews with non-
Manta people who are in contact with the Manta communities. The present research 
examines the context and the perception of the Manta’s view of the rights and the 
state of overall human rights violations against the community.  
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ABSTRACT 
 
This thesis is an assessment of the Bangladesh Supreme Court’s role in the 
protection of Human Rights. It examines where the Supreme Court has successfully 
protected rights, and also where it fails to apply international human rights 
standards. The Supreme Court of Bangladesh is at the apex of the Bangladeshi 
judicial structure. Modeled on a British system from its colonial background, the 
Supreme Court is influenced by harsh executive intervention and political 
dominance from the Bangladesh government. This has resulted in problems in the 
organizational and functional structure of the Supreme Court. The interventions by 
the power-holders of the society can interfere with judicial appointment and with 
the procedural functions, resulting negatively on human rights protection by the 
Supreme Court. It is difficult to get the Supreme Court to act effectively on issues 
when personal law violates human rights, or when applying international standards 
of human rights. There is evidence of active support by the Supreme Court on some 
current human rights situations, such as the protection of juveniles, political 
detainees, foreign prisoners, and protecting certain social groups like sex workers or 
slum dwellers. The Supreme Court has strong potential for monitoring activities of 
lower courts, and directing the executive or other organs of the state, for ensuring 
democratic values supporting human rights protection. The research reveals that the 
growing activism of the Supreme Court to extend the notion of aggrieved person 
and its locus standi is helping promote human rights standards. The Supreme Court 
needs to take an active role to ensure access for the poor and marginalized section 
of the society. However, it is clear from the research that the political context of the 
Supreme Court is complex in nature. Access for the poor and marginalized 
demands an innovative judicial approach and substantive initiatives from the civil 
society, NGOs, media, and Supreme Court itself to protect human rights. 
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