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ABSTRACT

In Bangkok, many people live under bridges because of the lack of alternative
accomodation. The under-bridge community housing project is a government project
to rehouse these people in three areas, Soi Prachauthit 76, Onnuj and Phermsin-
Aungern. The objective of this study was to study the physical and socio-economic
environment of these new project areas and to assess the dwellers’ level of satisfaction
with the project and the factors influencing their feelings about the project. A
questionnaire dealing with these issues was given to dwellers. In-depth interviews
were held with community leaders, the representative of risk area to question, project
leaders from the National Housing Authority and the Housing Development
Foundation, and a People’s Organization for Participation , a total of 15 people.

Most of the project homes are one-storey, brick housings with metered water
and electricity. The average household income ranged from 5,001-8,000 baht, and
expenses from 4,001-8,000 baht. Most people were indebted to some extent, but able
to pay the land rental. Most had social relationship and associated with neighbors
sometimes. The satisfaction of the dwellers towards the under-bridge community
housing project had a middle level 65.5%. Satisfaction was significantly influenced
by occupation factor, number of member in household factor and social relationships
factor — those with permanent jobs, higher households and who had retained social
ties tended to be more satisfied. There were perceived problems with poor public
utilities, adolescent behavior, unemployment, the community environment, gambling
and poor education. The in-depth interviews revealed problems in the lack of unity
between community villagers and committees, quarrels, and debt.

The recommendations from the study are that the under-bridge community
housing project should emphasis development of human resources through education,
occupational training and planning for more household to be given the opportunity to
build new dwellings on free land. Government and private organization should provide
knowledge and finance for sustainable development. The dweller community should
listen to each other and work together on solving problems. Community participation
will be a powerful tool in solving problems.
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