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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to compare the communication performance between
dementia patients with a control group of elderly subjects and between mild and moderate dementia
subjects using the Thai Adaptation of the Arizona Battery for Communication Disorders of Dementia.
The subjects in this study were 40 elderly control group subjects ranging in age from 60 to 86 years, 20
mild dementia patients ranging in age from 62 to 86 years and 20 moderate dementia patients ranging in
age from 55 to 82 years. The elderly control group subjects were divided into two groups in order to
match the two groups of dementia patients according to age, gender and educational level.

The results demonstrated that the mean raw scores obtained from mild dementia patients
were significantly lower than control elderly on Mental Status, Story Retelling-Immediate, Word
Learning-Free Recall, Word Learning-Total Recall, Word Learning-Recognition, Objects Description,
Reading Comprehension-Sentence, Generative Naming, Confrontation Naming, Concept Definition and
Generative Drawing subtests at p value <0.01. The mean raw scores of mild dementia patients were
significantly lower than the elderly control group on Following Commands and Repetition subtests at p
value<0.05. The subtests on which mild dementia patients did not perform significantly poorer than
control elderly subjects were Comparative Questions, Reading Comprehension-Word and Figure
Copying subtests. The moderate dementia patients had significantly lower mean raw scores than the
control elderly subjects at p value<0.01 on most subtests except the Figure Copying subtest. The mean
raw scores obtained from moderate dementia patients were significantly lower than mild dementia on
Mental Status, Following Commands, Word Learning-Total recall, Word Learning-Recognition,
Reading Comprehension-Word, Generative Naming, Confrontation Naming, Concept Definition and
Generative Drawing subtests at p value<0.01, and on Story Retelling-Immediate, Comparative
Questions, Word Learning-Free Recall, Repetition, Object Description and Reading Comprehension-
Sentence subtests at p value<0.05. The subtests on which moderate dementia patients did not perform
significantly different from mild dementia patients were Figure Copying and Story Retelling-delayed
subtests. Comparative Questions, Reading Comprehension-Word and Figure Copying subtests did not
show a difference between mild dementia and control elderly subjects and Figure Copying subtest did
not show a difference between moderate dementia and control elderly subjects and Figure copying and
Story retelling-delayed subtests did not show a difference between mild dementia and moderate
dementia subjects. Story retelling-immediate, Word learning-free recall and Story retelling-delayed
subtests were sensitive enough to detect the deficit in mild dementia patients while subtests that showed
a difference between mild dementia and moderate dementia subjects were Mental Status, Word
Learning-Total Recall, Generative Naming, Concept Definition and Generative Drawing.
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