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ABSTRACT

The launching of exhibitions in Siam was first organized under
Western influence in late of 19" century during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn. The exhibitions showed generally products and natural
resources of the country, and various entertainments were included. The
Siamese government set up many exhibitions at various times and on various
topics.

Objectives of the research are to study the function, purpose and
concept of exhibitions launched by the Siam government from 1882-1932, the
absolute monarchy period, and to study the role of the government in providing
these shows to Siam society . ,

The study found that the exhibitions were used as a channel of public
communication with various groups of people. It was fashionable activity in
Siam high society influenced by the West. The exhibitions were held with the
purpose of convincing people of state policy and they also functioned to
promote government agenda. The concept of the shows also often provided
hidden political meaning, each depending on the political situation and the
economic and social environment at the time.

In fact the arrangement of exhibitions offered the enjoyment of
privileges and contact with foreigners. Various activities were held especially
for the high society but ordinary people were ignored, although the government
always declared that the exhibition favored all people and that it did not give
priority to pleasing any particular group. The exhibitions, therefore, were in
reality an entertainment place for the Thai elite.
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