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ABSTRACT
This study was a survey research. The objective of the study was to determine
the knowledge and attitudes to a using white cane of students with visual impairment
who studied in secondary schools in Bangkok. Questionnaires in Braille were given
to 45 students with visual impairment (20 male and 25 female) who were in Matayom
1 — 6 in 7 secondary schools in Bangkok. The schools were: Santirat Wittayalai
School, Samsen Wittayalai School, Sri Ayudhya School, Wat Makutkasat School,
Shinoros Wittayalai School, Thep Lila School and St. Gabriel School. The data were
collected from December 2003 to January 2004.
According to the study, the knowledge of most students (64.4%) about the
white cane is higher than the moderate level, and 62.2% of them have positive
attitudes towards the white cane. There is no relationship between knowledge and
attitudes of the students to using a white cane. It can be interpreted that different
levels of knowledge about the white cane do not relate to the students’ attitudes
towards it.
Suggestions
1. When providing Orientation and Mobility (O&M) training to people with visual
impairment, the instructor should include topics about the details of the white
cane, such as types of white cane, and how to use a white cane in different
environments, so that they could choose the appropriate white canes for
themselves and know how to use it properly.

2. People with visual impairment should receive regular O&M training so that they
can review and practice what they have learned and can improve their skills.
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