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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this analytical survey research are to study the prevalence of
domestic violence among early adolescents and to examine the factors associated with
such problems. The data were collected using a self-administered questionnaire with
439 junior high school students in Nakornprathom province during July 2003. The
percentage and chi-square test were used to analyze the data.

Results showed that 70.2 percent of adolescents experienced maltreatment by
family members; 64.7 percent were emotionally abused, 52.4 percent were physically
abused, while 2.3 percent were sexually abused. It was found that physical and verbal
abuse created confusion and anxiety. Factors significantly associated with domestic
violence were 1) adolescent’s characteristics, such as gender, health condition, learning
performance, and emotional quotient, and 2) main caretaker characteristics including,
educational level, occupation, income, alcohol abuse, gambling, drug abuse, and
family relationship (p-value<0.05).

In conclusion, some important policy considerations, especially for those
working with adolescents concerns the characteristics of the latter mentioned above.
Moreover, caretakers and family members should find an appropriate way for rearing
the adolescents regarding the supportive activities that created good relationships
among family members. In addition, appropriate social networks should be organized
to control and to prevent the adolescents from domestic violence.
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