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ABSTRACT

Media is one of the important communicational processes for sending a
message to receivers, which can divide to mass media and interpersonal media, and
adolescents are the group that most likes to use media for communication.

The objectives of this research were to understand the behavior of adolescents
with media exposure and the correlation of gender and allowance to the frequency,
reason, and benefit of media exposure. The subjects were 360 adolescents in Bangkok
who study at level 4 - 6.

The results of the research were as follows:

1) Exposure: More than one in three from the sampling group was exposed to
all media. The media of most exposure was television (99%), followed by newspaper
(97%), radio (96%), telephone (96%), internet (93%), mobile phone (60%), and letter
(32%). Surprisingly, it was found that some adolescents still used letter even though
there are modern media.

2) Correlation of gender and allowance to media exposure: Newspaper had a
higher rate of use by males, whereas letters had a higher rate of use by females. Over
90% of the students had an allowance of between 1,000 and 3,000 baht. Surprisingly,
of these, a correlation was found between those (approximately half of them) with a
lower allowance — 1,000 - 2,000 baht — and use of media requiring payment —
telephone, internet, and mobile phone.

The discussion as to whether or not media for youth should be censored must
take into account the extent of media exposure, as well as the information attained
showing that allowance does not limit exposure to more costly media, such as internet.
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