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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to compare the Islamic concept of
Bid’ah (innovation) and marriage with the marital customs existing in the Thai Muslim
communities of Bangkok. The primary and secondary sources of Islam used in
documentary research and fieldwork included eight interviews of Muslim leaders in the
following four districts of Bangkok: (1) Prawet (2) Nongchok (3) Ratchatawe and (4)
Bangrak, as well as participant observation. The interviews included seven questions
on the following areas: (1) the proposal of marriage (2) the consent of both parties (3)
the role of guardian (4) the evidence of marriage (5) the nuptial gift (6) the publicity of
marriage and (7) the marriage feast.

It was shown that Bid’ah is a kind of innovation in religion which is either a new
ritual or matter of faith that has no roots in the original sources of Islam. There are
generally two kinds of innovation; an unacceptable one is called Bid’ah whereas an
acceptable one is called 7Tajdeed. Islam provides detailed procedure for performance of
a marriage. The concept of Bid’ah is applicable and applied to marriage both in
theoretical and practical areas of a Muslim community.

It was found from the interviews that the marriage customs and practices in the
Thai Muslim communities show that most of the population have retained the local
customs and practices which compliant, contrary and arbitrary to Islamic prescription.
There appeared reformative attitude in every part of these areas, though their influence
is very limited. Generally, the target community members can be classified into three
groups; justifying (giving evidence to support or deny Bid’ah), reformative (reforming
of Islamic practices as to make it be in compliance with the authentic sources of Islam)
and uncritical conservative (unaware of Bid’ah inference). The components account
for the impact and vitality of Islam in Thai society, worthy of further study both for
academic and community development purposes in light of its economic, educational
and social relevance.
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