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ABSTRACT

Ethical debate among healthcare personnel is very contentious, especialy
when it concern a sensitive issue such as HIV infection. Particularly the issue of
whether or not to test patients for HIV infection before surgery. The argument is
still flowing. On the one hand healthcare personnel agree that it would be safe for
all. In addition, the patients can be treated in case they are found to be infected with
HIV. However, if nobody knows, HIV could be transferred to others. On the other
hand, there are issues concerning the rights of patients that the testing for HIV
infection might violate. If the test result is positive, it may result in a change of
treatment for these patients and an HIV test before surgery may violate patients
rightsif it is not permitted by them.

In order to further investigate thisissue it is important to find out the views
of healthcare personnel. So | studied the views of surgeons and surgical nurses by
means of a questionnaire regarding the main ethical arguments on the issue. Data
were collected from all 432 surgical personnel, surgeons and nurses, from Sirirgj
and Ramathibodhi hospitals from November, 2003 to January, 2004.

| found a high mean score among surgeons and surgical nurses for the
degree of agreement (scale of 1 to 5) with the arguments supporting pre-operative
HIV testing. The highest mean score on degree of agreement was found regarding
the argument that knowledge of HIV infection would promote caution and help
protect from infection among the surgical team (mean=4.55), and the second
highest mean score was on agreement with the argument that healthcare personnel
will be able to give helpful advice to promote a right understanding about AIDS,
proper method of self-care, and prevention from complications (mean=4.46).

Since the surgical team members are strongly in agreement with the
arguments in favor of HIV screening prior to surgery, they should follow the
guidelines set up by the medical council. Therefore, a study should be conducted in
order to find out if physicians have knowledge and understand it. Furthermore, to
benefits patients and protect patients’ rights the system of pre- and post-operative
counseling is very important because it benefits patients in terms of self-care and
prevention of HIV spread, and it also helps patients see the benefits of the test and
consent to it.
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