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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify Engineering students’ perception of the
importance of spoken English and to examine the problems of Engineering students in
learning spoken English and using spoken English effectively and to determine
whether or not the two groups of students have similar problems in learning and using
spoken English. The samples were 2 groups of second- year Engineering students in
the second semester of academic year 2002- 2003. One group comprised 146 students
from Mabhidol University and the other comprised 43 students from the Assumption
University (ABAC). A set of 5-point rating scale questionnaire was employed as the
research instrument. The data obtained were analyzed by the SPSS program for
Windows (version 10.0).

Results revealed that in terms of perception of the importance of spoken English,
both ABAC and Mahidol students have a high and positive perception. Gender of the
students and experience in going abroad and studying extra English did not affect
students’ perception of the importance of spoken English. By applying t-test, no
statistically significant difference at p-value <. 05 was found between the overall
opinions of ABAC and Mahidol students. Conversely, there was a statistically
significant difference between the total mean scores of the problems both groups have
in speaking English and the learning of spoken English. Gender of the students and the
experience of studying extra English did not affect the students’ problems in
improving their spoken English whereas the experience in going abroad greatly
affected ABAC students’ perception concerning problems in learning and using
spoken English.

These findings suggest that the importance of spoken English to the students and
the problems they face in improving their spoken English should be considered
carefully by those who are involved in teaching English. Teaching and learning
methodology should be appropriate for learning and using spoken English. English
teachers should be good models for their students.
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