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ABSTRACT

The Klong Kon Yao, is a drum supported on the hip. It has long been a musical
instrument of the Tai Yai people in Mae Hong Son. The purpose of this research is to analyze
the use of the Klong Kon Yao its social context, characteristics of the instrument and musical

system.

The Klong Kon Yao is traditionally used in Tai Yai culture in contexts such as playing
for village entertainment and accompanying of dances. The Klong Kon Yao is made by a
craftsman who is called “Sa-La”. The drum has a unique shape similar to that of a wine glass,
consisting of a round and bigger head part and a thin and longer bottom part. The length of the
Klong Kon Yao is depend, on the diameter of the drum head., the longer diameter drum has a

longer bottom.

The Klong Kon Yao is always accompanied by three other instruments, a set of the
gongs, a medium sized per of cymbal, finger cymbal the sounds of the drum come from the
surface of the head and hole at the bottom end. In the musical system of Klong Kon Yao,
there are three fundamental melodic rhythms that everyone has to learn. The three rhythms are

called Paehup, Lawlae, and Hangsat.

Once the player has mastered these basic three melodic lines, improvisation is applied to
develop new melodic lines. Experience and skills are crucial in the improvisation of melodic

rhythm.
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