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ABSTRACT

This study of female and male proportion and proportional trends in the
Faculty of Graduate Studies studied ratio and ratio trends in female and male graduate
students during the past and in the next decade (1992-2001 and 2002-2011). An
analysis of documents concerned with matters of proportion of female and male
graduate students from the past 10 years (1992-2001) was done. To research the ratio
for the next 10 years (2002-2011), questionnaires were given to 22 government and
university officials and retired educationers, with posts from university President to
educational advisor. Delphi-technique was used while collecting data from the experts.

It was found that the proportion of females and males in graduate studies in the
past 10 years contained a slightly higher number of females. The average proportion
through the last 10 years, of females to males, was 1: 0.95. The female and male’s
proportions at master’s and doctoral levels were 1: 0.99 and 1: 0.90 respectively.

Secondly, the proportional trend of female and male graduate students in the
next 10 years forecast by the experts will be more females than males. Of the experts,
72.73 percent pointed out that there will be more females than males, and only 27.27
percent specified that females and males will be equal.

Lastly, factors affecting the proportional trend include four variables that are
psychological factors, namely, desire for self-improvement, acceptance of gender
roles, obtaining administrative positions at work, and social exposition. Two out of the
study’s four population factor variables, namely, decrease in responsibilities of
offspring, and birth and death rates; affected the trend. Three out of the study’s five
variables in economic factors, namely, status of competition for job advancement,
layoffs resulting from economic crisis, and status of job search, and three out of the
study’s four variables in social factors, namely, elevation of social status, career
hazards, and apportunities for free education; all effect the proportional trend.

The recommendation from the thesis is that the advantages and disadvantages as
well as the consequences, in having varying female and male proportions in
educational institutions should be considered for the purpose of education design and
planning, in order to develop the best quality education according to the nation’s needs
and demands.
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