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ABSTRACT

This research addresses an issue under debate regarding weaknesses of
environmental awareness and activism in the Thai urban middle class, as
compared to a more active movement shown by grassroots people. The study
employed an applied field method of semi-structured interviewing of key
informants. Data were collected from 12 key informants, all of whom were
members of an urban-based forest conservation network active in western
Thailand.

It was found that there were three factors contributing to the rise of
environmental awareness and activism; 1) strong interest in incorporating
Buddhist teaching “Dharma” in nature studies; 2) high respect given to individual
monks who demonstrate practical learning (forest monks); and 3) a quest for
spiritual (highly intellectual) as well as aesthetic values of nature. These findings
do not support the earlier studies and alternatively they shed light on some
possibilities in gaining environmental support from the urban population.

The findings are of significance in environmental policy formulation. In
order to gain the support of natural resource conservation, i.e., awareness raising,
movements, etc., stress must be placed on the spiritual/intellectual and aesthetic
values. The role of the Buddhist monastery and highly respected monks, in
particular, is seen as an important part of urban environmentalism.

Finally, further studies on good practices undertaken by the urban population

are highly recommended, so that a more adequate understanding of this issue can
be obtained.

KEY WORDS : ENVIRONMENTALISM / MENTAL MODELS / URBAN-
BASED ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT
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