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ABSTRACT

This research was done to analyze the sequential process that leads to homosexual
exchange by studying the contexts important to making decisions in each stage. The research
was qualitative in nature, with the sample group consisting of 11 male youths who engage in
homosexual exchange. Data collection was done through the use of in-depth interview, while
data analysis was done through analytical induction.

It was found that most people in the sample group were aged 17 years, were still
studying at Matthayomsuksa level, and had divorced parents. The sample group lived with
their mothers, most of whom owned small family businesses. They received an allowance of
about 20 — 60 baht each day. They had had homosexual exchange during a period of at least
four months to at most three years.

Research results showed the process of homosexual exchange of male youths in three
sequential stages, as follows:

Beginning stage: The start of the process — The sample group had homosexual
experiences with transvestites and defined homosexual exchange positively, receiving more
sexual pleasure from them than heterosexual sex, plus also getting income. They define
themselves positively by differentiating themselves from transvestites, gays, homosexuals,
male prostitutes, and male child prostitutes. They also perceived the homosexual exchange
occurring in their community, and the close friend had this activity which was supportive in
their decision to engage in homosexual exchange.

Continuing stage: The stage of socializing into group networks — The sample group
had perceived social pressure but also knew how to neutralize the guilty feelings they felt by
rationalizing their homosexual exchange as an appropriate way for a student to make good
money and as being less disgraceful than prostitution. This therefore became a motivation for
continued homosexual exchange. The sample group was socialized into necessary skills, such
as homosexual exchange techniques, protection against AIDS, and the ideals and norms of the
group. One of the norms was to keep the homosexual exchange secret in order to continue
finding sexual pleasure. The second norm was to not always use homosexual exchange to
make money, thus differentiating the group from prostitutes. Social influence from the group’s
network fostered feelings of closeness and warmth, which were supportive of continued
homosexual exchange.

Maintaining stage: Regular engagement in homosexual exchange — Several factors
enabled the male youths to maintain in homosexual exchange: the influence from each male
youth’s network and the client’s network; the secrecy of their exchange, while continuing
their daily lives; their denial of the stereotype of the “running kid,” a mark of stigma; and their
primarily secret practice of “deviant” behavior. In their expectations of the future some of the
male youths expected to have rich clients, some desired to have clients of the same age, and
some wanted someone to talk nicely to them. For future plans, some of the sample group
wanted to study and get as high as a bachelor’s degree, whereas others just wanted a
professional certificate in order to work, marry, and cease their homosexual exchange.

KEY WORDS : HOMOSEXUAL EXCHANGE / YOUTH / MAHA SARAKHAM

147 P. ISBN 974-04-3880-6






