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ABSTRACT

This study, of descriptive research design, aimed to examine the level
competencies of psychiatric nurses in Thailand. The study sample was composed off
643 professional nurses working in 12 psychiatric hospitals in all regions of Thailand,
yielding an overall response rate of 72%. I used a questionnaire developed from a
conceptual framework based on the professional standard of psychiatric and mental
healh nursing in B.E. 2536.

This study showed that psychiatric nurses in Thailand have a high overall
psychiatric nursing competency as follows: health assessment, nursing care plan,
implementation of the nursing care plan, somatic therapy, psychotherapy, health
education, milieu therapy, evaluation, collaboration with nursing team members and
other professionals, community mental service, and research and continuing education.
The competencies in all standard domains were also at high levels except in the
community mental health service domain, which was at a moderate level.

The results suggested that the competencies in the community mental health
service domain should be enhanced by specifying in policy-making the roles and
duties in the community mental health service. Moreover, I think the opportunities to
gain advanced knowledge and special skills should be provided for psychiatric nurses

in Thailand.
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