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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to understand the process of making
Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSP) for blind children from newborn to 6 years
old. The study is a qualitative study, using informal interviews and participatory
observations as instruments to collect data. Subjects were five families that had blind
children from the newborn to 6 years old. The subjects were derived from specific
sampling. Data were collected from informal interviews, data recording forms,
questionnaires and evaluation forms. The data were collected from November 2002 to
March 2003, and then presented in the form of descriptive analysis.

According to the study, we found that the IFSP consists of 11 steps, which are:
case finding and case referral; initial contact with the families; IFSP interim;
multidisciplinary team evaluation; verifying the evaluation; setting up IFSP team;
IFSP pre-meeting; IFSP meeting, beginning to provide services; IFSP review; and the
last step is the formal exit of IFSP plan. The IFSP of each family differs in some
details such as problems and needs, related personnel or professionals, number of
sessions, date and time of the sessions, and types of services. The problems found in
IFSP for these families are related to case finding and referral, transportation, financial
constraints, evaluation of the children’s ability and development. The last problem is
that there is no clear picture of how the plan should proceed.

The IFSP made during this study can be used along with the rehabilitation
counseling of other families that have blind children. Services provided to the families
under IFSP plan include giving information, cooperating with other professionals, and
case referral. Service providers and all related persons should bear in mind that the
services should be provided in accordance with the needs of each family.
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