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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative study. The instruments used for data collecting were
informal interviews, data recording forms, questionnaires and evaluation forms. The
objective was to study the process of the Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSP)
for families of deaf children with age range from newborn to 6 years. The subjects
were derived from specific sampling. Three families were selected from those who
participated in the seminar on how to raise deaf children organized by Ratchasuda
College on August 18, 2002. The three families were those who could participate in
the whole process of the study.

We found that the IFSP consists of 8 steps which are: 1.Educating the families;
2.Finding cases; 3.Initial contact with the families; 4.Multidisciplinaly Team (MDT)
evaluation; 5.IFSP interim; 6.IFSP meeting; 7.Beginning to provide services; and
8. IFSP review.

The problem found in IFSP for these families is that the families did not fully
participate in the IFSP process. The professionals were key persons in making plans
for the families. Suggestions derived from this study are : there should be IFSP for
families of children with all types of disabilities; families should play important roles
in the whole process; and there should be a service coordinator who can collaborate
with families and all related persons so that the plan can fulfill the needs of each
family.
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