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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this survey research is to study parents’ perception of the
behavior of an only child and the relationships between variables and the parents’
perception. The sample consisted off 208 parents in the Bangkok Metropolitan area
who had an only child in school at the grade four educational level. The data was
collected during December 2001 and January 2002. The questionnaires were solely
distributed to parents with an only child. Statistical analysis used mean score and
standard deviation. Results were analyzed by chi-square and discussed in a
descriptive form.

The survey of a sample of parents concerned behaviors of an only child.
The parents were asked about perceptions toward the child’s positive and negative
behavior. Positive behavior parents perceived include the following. The child is
obedient to teachers at school and willing to give equal opportunity to every
member of the working team. He/she always follows the school’s rules and
regulations and is good-tempered and able to get along well with friends. She takes
responsibility and works independently. The child keeps his/her word as promised.
He/she is optimistic and has nothing to worry about and always behaves politely and
gently to others. With regard to negative behavior, parents perceived the following.
The child has no self confidence and often depends upon others. And, when
someone is in trouble, the child also feels troubled. When working, a child tends to
worry about making mistakes. The child tends to do things on his/her own will,
expresses feelings when getting angry, and does not care about others. The child
tends to do things against adults’ instructions. The child tends not to initiate new
activities for a group and never finishes assignments by the due date.

These finding suggest that family members need to fill the adult-child gap
and promote child rearing. Parents should accept what a child is, be confident in
their child, and let the child learn about the world. The school must initiate various
kinds of activities in order for students to develop the desired behaviors and skills,
e.g. leadership skills. A homeroom teacher must be the one who is responsible for
closely monitoring children’s behavior.
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