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ABSTRACT

This qualitative sociolinguistic research explores language use and attitudes of a
minority Black Tai community in Thailand. The purpose of the research is threefold: to
gain insights and understanding about attitudes of the community members toward their
ethnic language and culture; to analyze their language use in the home and community so
as to assess the degree to which the attitudes and use indicate ethnic language
maintenance or shift; and to propose possible positive actions to ensure the maintenance
of the ethnic language.

Drawing from interviews, participant observation and analyses of actual recorded
conversations, the researcher concludes that the Black Tai at Nongkhe Village have been
maintaining their ethnic Black Tai language and culture very strongly. A number of
features are factors contributing to ethnic language maintenance. First of all, not only is
Black Tai used extensively in the community, but the ethnic language is passed on to
younger generations as well. The Black Tai villagers preserve traditional features of the
ethnic language, while rarely engaging in code-switching. The ethnic language also
serves a significant ceremonial function with respect to clan spirit worship. Furthermore,
community members express positive attitudes and loyalty toward the ethnic language
and culture.

Despite strong maintenance, the seeds of language shift were observed as well.
Factors likely to promote shift include practices of intermarriage, formal schooling in
schools far way from the community and the widespread presence of electronic media in
the village. To secure ethnic language maintenance, the researcher recommends that
mother tongue literacy be developed and formal education in the mother tongue be
advanced.
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