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ABSTRACT

Since the initiation of the National Family Planning Program (NFPP) of Thailand in
1971, the widespread use of contraceptives has led to a sustainable decline of fertility within a
few decades. It had been assumed that favorable cultural settings, a latent demand for fertility
control and considerable advancement in socioeconomic developments were also the
responsible factors. Even though many studies have revealed the effects of factors influencing
contraceptive behaviors, there have been few explicit or direct and local oriented
considerations of current non-use of contraceptives of married women.

This study was undertaken to investigate factors associated with current non-use of
contraceptives of married women in reproductive age in Kanchanaburi Demographic
Surveillance System (KDSS) areas. It was a cross-sectional study that employed quantitative
instrument in the survey data. The data were obtained from the Kanchanaburi Demographic
Surveillance System, baseline survey of 2001, Institute for Population and Social Research
and Mahidol University. To examine the effects of the demographic and socioeconomic
factors on the non-use of contraceptives, a sample of 3741 currently married women of
reproductive age was analyzed using descriptive analysis and logistic regression model.

The study revealed that the relationships between explanatory variables and non-use
of contraceptives were negative except in the cases of geographical rural areas and
educational attainment below secondary level. The effects of women’s age, desires for
additional children, secondary educational level and above, and living in rural geographical
areas of the Rice and Plantation economy were found statistically significant on contraceptive
non-use of women in the project areas. As their age increases, their desire for more children
increases, and as their educational level increases until secondary and above, women are less
likely to be non-users of contraceptives. However, the effects of other explanatory variables
such as number of living children, occupational activities and income were found to be
statistically insignificant. The positive relationships that were found between current
contraceptive non-use and educational levels below secondary and geographical rural setting
needs due attention.

The findings suggest that some of the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics
of married women mentioned above have an effect on non-use of contraceptives in the project
areas. In this regard, there is a need to strengthen the existing programs in spheres of
educational and family planning programs to increase the proportion of users through close
assessment of intervention programs.
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