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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to assess the effect of activities in information,
education, and communication on contraceptive use and intention to use them among
married women in Cambodia. The two separate sample groups are derived from the
2000 Cambodian Demographic and Health Survey, in which 15,351 women aged 15-
49 were interviewed.

Bivariate analysis was conducted to find the relationship of socio-
demographic characteristics and activities in information, education, and
communication with contraceptive use and intention to use. Multivariate logistic
regression with corrected standard errors was used to examine the relative effects of
activities in information, education, and communication on contraceptive use and
intention to use. The findings have shown that exposure to family planning through
information, education, and communication is related to contraceptive use and
intention to use. The family planning worker is one important source of family
planning information in rural areas. The effects of electronic and printed media on
contraceptive use and intention to use have been found statistically significant,
especially when women are exposed to multiple sources of information. In the
meantime, a substantial influence of socio-demographic characteristics on
contraceptive use and intention to use has been observed.

The government should continue sponsoring messages on electronic and
printed media. Multiple media sources reinforce one other and extend the reach to a
larger audience. The program should upgrade knowledge and skills of family planning
workers to enable them to facilitate discussions about family planning and benefits of
smaller family size among couples in their communities. Moreover, the family
planning program should focus not only on women in the middle reproductive years
who are more likely to be using contraceptives, but also on younger age groups who
are the most likely to intend to use contraceptives in the future.
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