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ABSTRACT

This field research study was done to understand ideas, social organization
and implements that water users’ organizations use to manage water. It was
conducted by studying organizations as an open system and studying their
capability through five basic activities of irrigation i.e. water usage, water
allocation, system maintenance, labor and resource mobilization, and conflict
management. The sample group was the Water Administration Group, Zone 2.
Data were collected by surveying, in—depth interview and group discussion.

Resulted revealed that a water users’ organization had different ideas in
water management according to the objectives of production and type of crop, but
had no different ideas in types of land ownership because those ideas depend on
water allocation from each irrigation project. As a consequence, the social
organization had more formal aspects and reflected the different organizations in
the Muang — Fai system and were related to the old water users’ organizations.
The basic activities of irrigation revealed that the organization had the capability
to manage water by themselves, while their implementation of water management
was a sense of ethics and conscience.

These findings suggested that irrigation projects should allow water users’
organizations to participate in water management at every step and supporting
the capability of those existing to become more empowered, including
establishing strategies to move water management over to water users’
organizations in the future.
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