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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate the prevalence of HHV-6 in periodontitis
lesion in Thailand by using nested PCR and tissue culture method. One hundred and
thirty specimens from fifty periodontitis patients and thirty people with healthy oral
cavities were collected at the Faculty of Dentistry, Mahidol University, during March
2001 to November 2002. Their ages varied between 15 years to 70 years. Among the
periodontitis patients, the specimens were collected from the test sites and the control
sites. It was found that tissue culture gave all negative results while three (6%)
periodontitis patients gave positive results by nested PCR. Among these two (4%)
were positive at periodontal sites or test sites and one case was positive at normal sites
or control sites. All three cases were HHV-6B variants at position 413 bp. All of the
30 healthy controls gave negative results by both tissue culture and nested PCR.
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