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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative research was to study early childhood music
curriculum and pedagogical techniques of three private conservatory institutes
including Chintakarn Music Academy, Mifa Music Academy and KPN Music
Academy. Interviews and observations were the methods of data gathering.
Curriculum for early childhood music education needs to focus on preparing young
children’s musical competencies in all areas ranging from listening, singing,
performing, bodily movements, and creative activities.

Listening ability: Results show that young children can better understand the
music by doing exercises, singing, and participating in movement activities, which
will allow them to incorporate their creativities without restraint.

Singing ability: Results prove that instruction helps improve the rhythmic
movement of young children.

Instrumental ability: Young students are capable of playing different kinds
of percussion instruments and tend to have a higher appreciation toward playing
percussion than keyboard instruments.

Bodily movement and creative ability: Young children can move and
express their creativity in a wide variety at ways if they understand the meaning of the
song they hear.

The research found that effective early childhood music instruction
combines appropriate planing, innovative pedagocial techniques a variety of teaching
tools, opportunities to experience real musical situations such as performances, a
simulating learning process, opportunities for movement, and the use of the Thai
language to enhance proper articulation and self-confidence. At this beginning stage,
the appropriate musical instruments are percussion. Tapping, knocking, and shaking
will strengthen the muscles, as well as reinforce musical skills for young children. At
the next stage, they should be allowed to decide on the instrument of their preference
with the teacher’s approval.

Chintakarn Music Academy focuses on music activities that reinforce all the
aspects with an improvement plan for every four years. Mifa Music Academy puts
maximal concerns on singing with movements and activities, whereas KPN Music
Academy puts maximal concern on music playing with keyboards in the curriculum.

KEY WORDS : MUSIC CURRICULUM / EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC /MUSIC
ACADEMY
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