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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study both Pi Phat Mon background and
theDontricharoen Mon Ensemble's history, style and its role in Phathumthani Province. Also
"Pleng Choen" was analyzed through form, scale, melodic skeleton, register, performance
practice, rthythm pattern, and music style in Khong Mon.

The research was to study ethnomusicology by using qualified research methods,
information from documents, and detailed interviews with relatives. When the Khong Mon large
ensemble performed, Pleng Choen was also recorded on tape and then Weera Dontricharoen
himself analyzed the special style of the Dontricharoen Mon Ensemble.

We found Mon people who emigrated to Phathumthani Province also brought Mon music
instruments with them so they not only collected the Mon skilled musician family but also
collected Mon musical instruments to form the Pi Phat Mon ensemble. The name of
"Dontricharoen" was Khru Sum’s family name, which was given by King Rama VI. Khru Sum
himself was an important influence on Pi Phat Mon of Phathumthani Province. It was said that
Khru Sum's ancestors emigrated to settle down under the King of Thailand in the eastern areas of
the Chao Phraya River at Pak Khlong Bang Po Nue, Bangprok Sub-district, Muang District,
Phathumthani Province, so there have been a lot of his Mon relatives living there since then. The
Dontricharoen Mon Ensemble has conserved its unique styles such as Pleng Choen, Prachumwat,
Prachumbaan, Pleng Phra Chan Mon, Yum Kum and Yum Tiang. Owing to Pi Phat Mon culture
fame, about 47 Mon ensembles exist in Phathumthani Province.

The Dontricharoen Mon Ensemble plays prominent roles in Mon music culture and society
in Phathumthani Province. It emphasizes not only the widespread conservation and cultural
promotion of Pi Phat Mon but also the reputation of people in the society as well as the teaching
role, knowledge transference and Pi Phat Mon cultural promotion and support. Dontricharoen
Mon Ensemble does not hesitate to participate in Pi Phat Mon competitions, to make tapes and
videos for educational purposes as well as giving necessary and useful basic information for Mon
music research study. So far the Dontricharoen Mon Ensemble has wholeheartedly been offering
good services to the society in the variety of ceremonies both within Phathumthani Province and

many other neighboring provinces.
KEY WORDS : DONTRICHAROEN/MON ENSEMBLE/ANALYSIS/MON MUSIC HISTORY
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