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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this investigation were to analyze and compare the difference

in tone systems and tonal fetures of Phuan in Thailand, and to utilize the study results
as a criterion to classify the language and to draw up the geographical linguistic maps
of the Phuan language in Thailand. The data were collected from 33 Phuan villages in
19 provinces scattered in the central, northern and northeastern regions of the country.
A total number of 33 language informants with one representative from one village involved
in this research. The tone boxes devised by William J. Gedney(1972) was employed
for the investigation of tone split. Both instrumental and auditory judgements were
used to analyze the data in addition to WINCECIL version 2.2 and Microsoft Excel.

The research findings revealed that there were 5 and 6 tonemes in the Thai Phuan
dialects with 8 patterns of tone system and tonal features. The dialects could be classified
into 5 groups according to the split and coalescence of tones in columns A and C. The
first group, A 1234 and C 1-234, was classified as the first pattern of tone system and
tonal features. The second group, A 1234 and C 123-4, was classified as the second
pattern of tone system and tonal features. The third group, A 1-234 and C 1234, was
classified as the third pattern of tone system and tonal features. The fourth group, AC
1-234, was classified as the fourth, fifth and sixth pattern of tone system and tonal
features. The fifth group, A 1-234 and C 123-4, was classified as the seventh and eighth
pattern of tone systems and tonal features.

It was found that the fourth group was the most prevalent, scattered all over the
three regions of the country.
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