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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to evaluate use value (Value of Fishery Resource), non-use
value (Existence Value), a comparison average and factors that affect the willingness to
pay (WTP) for seagrass beds. A Survey Research Method was employed in this study.
The study sample comprised of 70 fisherman on Pha Ngan Island, 163 people who
have the other occupations on Island and 161 people from Surat Thani Province (80
people in Muang municipality and 81 people in Khirirat district). The first method was
to assess use value by considering the net benefit of fishery from seagrass beds; the
second was to combine the Contingent Valuation Method (CVM). The comparison
average and factors that affect the WTP of seagrass beds were analyzed by using
multiple regression analysis.

The net benefit of fishery from seagrass beds was 2,179,150.07-6,346,090.72
baht/year and WTP for existence value was 325,866,873.16 baht/year. The WTP’s
average for users were higher than non-users. And WTP’s average for non-users on
Pha Ngan Island was higher than non-users in Surat Thani Province. Attitude had a
significant positive effect on WTP of users. The WTP of non-user on Pha Ngan Island
had a significant positive relationship with monthly income, government official and
attitude, but age had a significant negative relationship. And information cognizance
had significant positive effects on WTP of non-users in Surat Thani Province. All
variables were evaluated at a = 0.05
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