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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of the
Foundation English Courses (I and II) in terms of three major elements and their sub-
elements of the course syllabi: goals and objectives, teaching and learning process,
and student assessment and the course effectiveness. The subjects were 132 second-
year students and five English teachers who studied and taught, respectively, the
Foundation English Courses (I and II) in the 2001 academic year. Data were collected
by two sets of questionnaires for students and teachers. Statistical devices used were
Cronbach’s Coefficient Alpha, arithmetic mean, frequency distribution, paired #-test
and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).

Results revealed that most students had a “high” opinion of the sub-element of
“teachers” in the actual situation. In the expected situation, most of them had a “high”
opinion on the main element “goals and objectives”. Regarding the overall teachers’
opinions on the actual and expected situations, all of the teachers had a “high”
opinion on the sub-element “teaching methods and activities”.

Results from the paired #-test showed that the mean scores of the students’
opinions on all elements in both actual and expected situations were of statistically
significant differences at p < .05. Concerning the teachers’ opinions, the mean scores
of the teachers’ opinions in both actual and expected situations were of statistically
significant differences at p < .05 on certain sub-elements.

Results from the one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) showed that there
were statistically significant differences at p < .05 among the mean scores of the
opinions of the students from various backgrounds on certain syllabus elements.
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