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; ABSTRACT

This is a qualitative study in the field of Buddhist ethics. It consists mainly of
two data collecting methods, viz. documentary, and field research. The reference
includes two sources; primary and secondary source. The primary source includes the
Tipitaka and an interview, the secondary includes commentaries and relevant
documents. The objectives were to study the Buddhist ethical principles in the E-saew
songs and to analyze the value of Buddhist ethical principles in E-saew songs of
Suphanburi province.

It was found that the E-saew song provides not only joyfulness but also
illustrated Buddhist ethical value because it narrates the way of life of Thai people.
Since the E-saew song originated in the rural community, it narrates culture, belief, and
the way of life. Therefore, we can understand the Thai characteristics in each paradigm
through the E-saew songs. The most important role of the E-saew song is to elevate
people to conduct an ethical life. It was concluded that the E-saew song plays at least
three roles; (1) educational, (2) entertainment, and (3) moral roles. The contents of the
E-saew songs mostly emphasize two benefits; the benefit in this life and the benefit in
the next life.

There are two levels of benefits in the Buddhist ethical principles, viz.,
individual and social benefits. The Buddhist ethical principles referred in the E-saew
songs can be summarized as; (1) The Three Characteristics [Tri Lakkhana], (2) The
Three Admonition of the Buddha [Ovadhapatimok], (3) The Law of Kamma, (4) and
The social relationship [Disa]. Since these Buddhist ethical principles basically inform
people how to live peacefully, they are often applied in E-saew songs.

It is suggested that the other types of songs, for example, Pleng Choi, Lam Tad,
and Pleng Marlai, should be deeply analyzed. Another interesting dimension of the folk
songs, for example, the political dimension, should be systematically studied and
analyzed. The folk songs should be studied with other literature in terms of comparison.
Finally, the actual result of the E-saew songs would be effectively successful only if
people can apply and practice them property along with the Buddhist ethical principles.

KEY WORD : BUDDHIST ETHICS / FOLK SONGS OF SUPHANBURI/
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