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ABSTRACT

The thesis is a qualitative approach to the literature aiming at a critical and comparative
analysis of the ethical ideas of the of the Rule of Law according to the International
Commission of Jurists and those of Phra Dhammapitaka (P.A. Payutto). -

It is found from the study that the Rule of Law is the referring principle of the legal
system in society comprising the Rule of Law as the Rule under the Law, the Procedural
Rule of Law and the Substantive’ Rule of Law. Underlying the concept of both the
International Commission of Jurists and Phra Dhammapitaka’s is the view toward
human nature, status and goal of life.

In Phra Dhammapitaka’s view, the Rule of Law of the International Commission of
Jurists is, though emphasizing human dignity, based on Negative Ethics. It cannot give
man real happiness or free him from Dukkha which is the aim of man and cannot give
happiness and unity to society through access to Dhamma. However, this Rule of Law
does not obstruct the search for spiritual peace of the individuals. According to its
objective, it may be used as a basic mechanism of human development and the system
of social norms, especially law, for the real independence of individuals and happiness
and peace in society. Hence the Rule of Law of the International Commission of
Jurists and Buddhist Ethics of Phra Dhammapitaka are not conflicting. In Phra
Dhammapitaka’ s view, the Rule of Law is merely a necessary passing period of
society. For, Buddhist Ethics aims at providing real independence spiritual
independence, for both individuals and society.

Thus Buddhist Ethics is worth considering as the basis of the adaptatlon of the
Rule of Law and legal system in present society.
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