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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are to study the phonemic
systen and the trend of sound change in the Saek language at Ban
Atsamat, Nakhonphanom province. The informants were selected from Mu 4
and Mu 5 at Tambon Atsamat. The Saek informants were 27-35 years old.
The 1100 transcribed words, following William J. Gedney's word list
and also Wilaiwan Khanitthanan's, were collected. To study the trend
of sound change, the phonemic system and those transcribed words were
compared with the phonemic system and the transcribed words collected
by Wilaiwan Xhanitthanan. The data were analyzed to find the trend of
the sound change. This thesis comprises the description of the Saek
language : the phonemic system and the trend of change of consonants,

vowels and tones.



The findings reveal that the Saek language at Ban Atsamat
comprises 21 consonants: 21 initial consonants, 8 clusters, 9 final
consonants, 21 vowels: 18 single vowels, 3 diphthongs and 6 tones.
Eleven syllabic word structure are found in this language. The
Disyllabic words and polysyllabic words are composed of at least two
monosyllabic  words. Strong stress always occurs in the final
syllable while weak stress or unstress sometimes occurs in the other
syllables.

The trend of sound change should occur both in the phoneme
and the phonemic system. In the phonemes there are some phonemes
will probably be changed to other phonemes in some words. Those
phonemes are initial consonants: /g b pr h w/, cluster: /pr pl phr
tr t'r kv -khw bl mwl/, final consonants: /-1, -w/, single vowels:
/i i: e: €: a:a: W o o: 2 2:/ and the diphthong: /ua/. All tones in
some words tend to be changed. In the phonemic system, the trend is

to change the number of phonemes and distribution of phonemes.





