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The purpose of this study was to investigate age at first
marriage in relation to fertility. The méin hypothesis of this study
was, “"Women who were married at younger ages will have higher ferti-
lity than those who were married at older ages." When the controll
variabies : current age, residence, education, occupation, marriage
duration and contraceptivé practice were employed, this hypothesis
will remain true.

The data used in this study were part of the Study of the

Effect, Quality and Quantity of the Family Planning in 20 Provinces,



1979 under the co-operation between the Institute for Population and
Social Research, Mahidol University and the Ministry of Public Health.
The sample was consisted of 2804 currently married women residing in

the rural and urban areas.

-

It was found that mean age at first marriage of the women

under study was 20.02 years. About 64 percent of the sample were married
at the age cof under 21 years which was an early childbearing peroid

while only about 10 percent married at older age, above 25 years.

The findings alsc revealed that mean age at first marriage of urban

women was higher than their counterparts in the rural areas. This

was quite consistent with the findings from the previous studies on
marriage age.

In connection with fertility, it was found that age at first
marriage was negatively related to fertility as it was already
hypothesized. When current age, residence and contraceptive practice
were controlled, the results remained the same. In regard to educa-
ticn, the negative relation was found between age at first marriage
and fertility in every level of education in urban areas. However
in the rural areas, only in grade 4 and below grade 4 such relation-
ship was obvious. For occupation, it was found that all sorts of
occupations in the rural areas and only iabours and those who were
housewives in the urban areas had distinct relation. Regarding

marriage duration, mean number of children ever born among women



who had shorter wmarriage duration was not different regardless of
the age at mavrriage cither younger or older. However, once the
marriage duration had been longer, it was found that the negative
relationship between age at marriage and fertility was obvious.

This was particularly true among women in the urban areas. In rural

areas, the negative relation however was not discernible.



