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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the relationship between socio-
economic development and use of family planning and fertility of -
population from a sample of 69 provinces (not inecluding Bangkok Metro-
polis) of Thailand. Data are acquired from Nationsal Family Planning
" Program combined with statistical reports from various government
offices and per cent of births of first order from birth registration
data. This study devides provinces into 3 levels of socio-economic

development by indices of development which are calculated from four



socio-economic variables. Pearson Correlation Coefficient and Multiple

Regression Analysis are employed in this study.

It is found that the pattern of relationship between socio-
economic variables and level of fertility are not similar between all
the three provincial groupings. The relationship between socio-economic
and family planning variables is not found to be statistically signi-
ficant at .05 level. The relationship between family planning and
fertility of provinces in the medium level of socio-economic develop-
ment is the highest and is statistically significant at .001 level

but it is found not to be significant among high and low groups.

The test of the interaction between family planning acceptance
and development is also not statistically significant at .05 level.
ngelopment therefore, does not result in any major differences in the

relationship between family planning and fertility.

In brief, socio-economic development is found to be‘gne factor
which determines the fertility level of Thailand. However, relationship
between socio-economic development and use of family ﬁianning is not
statistically significant. The determinants of practicing contraception
might be the accesability and availability of family planning program
and not the general development per se. However, there is a strong
relationship between family planning acceptors and per cent of births
of first order. This indicates that family planning affects the level

of fertility in Thailand.
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