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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate patterns and
differentials in desired family size , ahd to study the factors affecting
desired family size among women in.the Bangkok metropolitan area. The
hypotheses postulated are that "women who differ in age , education , work
status, number of living children , number of sons , number of expected
children and family planning practice ere likely to differ in their desired
family size'" and "the factors affecting desired femily size would depend on
the number of living children more than the age, education, income, work
status and family planning practice" The data used in this study is from
the sample survey of the research project "Female socio-economic Status
Attainment Marriage Decisions and Fertility consequences in Bangkok

metropolitan Area" (Asian Marrigge Survey, Thailand) Conduct by



the institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University,

in 1978 - 1979. The number of women in this urban sample is 515.

It is found that age and marriage duration are positively
related to desired family size. Among women who are younger , the average
desired family size generally is lower than those who are older. With
regard to marriage duration, there is a higher desired family size for

women merried for longer durations than for shorter ones.

An inverse relationship is apparent between years of schooling
and desired family size. Women with eleven or more years of education
heve the fewest desired number of children and women with either no

schooling or with only 1-3 years have the most.

When we consider the itcome and desired family size patterns
in this study , it is found that the mean desired number of children
generally decreases with an increase in income , at and income level of
3,000 baht end over , a sharp tendency to increase is apparent. The
desired family size is found to be the lowest for women who have an income
between 1,000 bsht and 3,000 baht. With regard to work status , working
women have & higher desired number of children than that of women not in
the labor force. In addition , it is found that the more hours per week
for which women work , the more likely they are to desire a higher number

of children.

Clearly women who have one or more living children have a size

increasing with the number of living children they have. The number stated



as desired is over the actual number of living children until they have
three living children , thereafter the desired number is lower than

actual number. In addition , it is found that the higher the number of

sons , the higher the number of desired children. For the number of expected

children, & similar pattern is evident.

With regard to contraceptive practice , women who practice
family plenning are characterized by a higher desired number of children
than non-users or ever users. With the exception of the 15-29 age group ,
who have the lowest desired number of children. Of particular interest
is the inecrease in desired number of children with duration of contraceptive
practice. With the exeption in both women aged.15-29 years and women
married less than 10 years samples, the desired number of children declined

with duration of birth control.

An anelysis of the desired family size differentials , showed
only the varisbles age , number of living children , number of son and
number of éxpected children to be statistically significant at the
0l level. Women's desired number of children is statistically significant
with education emong women in the entire sample , but it is not significant
among women with age of 15-29 years and 30-Lk years. The rest of the
variables , income , work status and COntraceptive practice do not

significantly display any differences in desired number of children.

For factors affecting desired family size , this study is found

that the effect of the number of living children is statistically significant



The rest of the variables , age , education , income , work status
and contraceptive practice are not statistically signiticant and do

not affect their desired number of children.
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