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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare behavioral development
among the malnourished and the well nourished children from different levels
of social stimulation, age between 0 - 24 months. There were 174 subjects:-
64 from social welfare institute (Phyathai Babies' Home),60 from slum Kiong
Toey, 50 from Well Baby Clinic, Ramathibodi Hospital. The sample was classified
by nutritional status and social stimulation level. Nutritional status was
assessed according to Gomez classification modified for Bangkok children., and
the social stimulation level was evaluated by using child rearing practice
interview questionnaire. Denver Developmental Screening Test (DDST) was used
to assess development of each child twice, two months apart.

The results indicated that children resided in Phyathai Babies' Home
received less social stimulation (4f0) than those residing in Slum Klong Toey
(32.1719.83), and those who attended at Well Baby Clinic, Ramathibodi Hospital

received the most social stimulation (49.98f7.87) with statistical significance



(p <0.001). In addition, children residing in the environment with less
social stimulation had lower body weight than those residing in the more
enriched environment with statistical significance {p < 0.001). There were
78.13% of malnourished in Phyathai Babies' Home and 51.57% in Slum Klong
Toey.

At both the initial test and retest, the percentage of malnourished
children with delayed behavioral development was more than those of the well
nourished with statistical significance (p << 0.001) :-69.14% of delayed
development in the malnourished and 11.83% in the well nourished. And the
percentage of poor socially stimulated children with delayed behavioral
development was more than those of the well socially stimulated with
statistical significance (p < 0.001) :-79.69% of delayed development in
Phyathai Babies' Home, 25% in Slum Klong Toey and 2.00% in Well Baby Clinic,
Ramathibodi Hospital. However,among the Phyathai Babies' Home-malnourished
with birthweight <(2500 gm. and birthweight > 2500 gm. no significant
differences were found between these two groups in behavioral development.

In conclusion, the lack of adequate nutrition and sccial stimulation
in early life affect all sectors of development; language being the most
affected, followed by personal-social, gross motor and fine motor development

respectively.
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